
Contents

Preface				    xv
Introduction		  xvii

Chapter 1: Approach to Social Science Research	 1
	 Introduction	 1
	 1. 	Difference between Science and Common Sense 	 2
		  1.1.	Use of Conceptual Schemes	 2
		  1.2.	Empirical Test	 2
		  1.3.	Notion of Control	 2
		  1.4.	Relation of Phenomena	 3
		  1.5.	Explanation of Observed Phenomena	 3
	 2. 	Characteristic of Scientific Research	 3
	 3. 	Aims of Social Science Research	 7
Chapter 2: Conventional/Traditional Research 	 11 

and Participatory Action Research: 
Logic and Structure 	

	 Introduction	 11
	 1. 	Definition of Research 	 11
	 2. 	Method 	 13
	 3. 	Difference between Method and Methodology	 13
	 4. 	What is Logic?	 14
		  4.1.	Deductive Reasoning: Conclusion Guaranteed 	 14
		  4.2.	Inductive Reasoning: Conclusion Merely 	 15 

	 likely/Possibility



vi   	 Concise Text Book of Research Methods for Theological Education

		  4.3.	Adductive Reasoning 	 15
	 5.	Logical Analysis: Its Elements	 15
		  5.1.	Term 	 16
		  5.2.	Proposition 	 16
		  5.3.	Argument 	 16
	 6.	Structure	 17
	 7.	Conventional or Traditional Method	 17
		  7.1.	Conventional/Traditional Research as Pure	 18 

	 Research
		  7.2.	Conventional/Traditional Research as	 18 

	 Experimental or Quantitative Research
		  7.3.	Conventional/Traditional Research as	 19 

	 Subjectivity
		  7.4.	Strengths and Weaknesses of Traditional 	 20 

	 Research
	 8. 	Participatory Action Research	 21
		  8.1.	Role of Researcher in Participatory Action	 22 

	 Research
		  8.2.	Issues in Participatory Action Research 	 22
	 9.	Difference between Conventional/Traditional 	 23 

and Participatory Action Research
Chapter 3: Quantitative Method and Qualitative 	 27 

Method in Theological Research 
	 Introduction	 27
	 1.	Quantitative Method 	 27
		  1.1.	Quantitative Method of Data Collection 	 29
		  1.2.	Strategies and Technique of Managing	 30 

	 Quantitative Data
		  1.3.	Levels of Measurement 	 30
		  1.4.	Advantages and Disadvantages of 	 30 

	 Quantitative Method
	 2.	Qualitative Method	 31
		  2.1.	Data Collection Procedure in Qualitative 	 32 

	 Method



Contents   	 vii

		  2.2.	Three Kinds of Qualitative Data	 33
		  2.3.	Strategies and Techniques for Managing	 33 

	 Qualitative Data
		  2.4.	Design Strategies for Qualitative Inquiry	 34
		  2.5.	Data Collection and Fieldwork Strategies 	 35
		  2.6.	Strategies of Analysis 	 36
		  2.7.	Advantages and Disadvantages of Qualitative	 38 

	 Method
		  2.8.	Difference between Qualitative and 	 39 

	 Quantitative Analysis Method
		  2.9.	Combining Quantitative and Qualitative	 39 

	 Methods: Mixed Method 
Chapter 4: Steps in Research Process	 43
	 Introduction	 43
	 1.	Steps in the Research Process	 43
		  1.1.	 Selection of the Subject Area 	 43
		  1.2.	 Identification of Research Problem 	 44
		  1.3.	 Extensive Literature Survey 	 44
		  1.4.	 Formulation of Hypothesis 	 44
		  1.5.	 Research Design 	 45
		  1.6.	 Sample Design 	 45
		  1.7.	 Data Collection 	 47
		  1.8.	 Execution of the Research Project 	 47
		  1.9.	 Analysis of Data 	 47
		  1.10.	Testing of Hypothesis 	 48
		  1.11.	Generalization and Interpretation 	 48
		  1.12.	Reporting the Research 	 49
Chapter 5: Types of Research and Research Design	 51
	 Introduction 	 51
	 1.	Definitions	 51
	 2.	Functions/Goals of Research Design	 53
	 3.	The Purpose of Research Design	 54
	 4.	Factors of Research Design	 55



viii   	 Concise Text Book of Research Methods for Theological Education

	 5.	Requirements for Good Research Design 	 56
	 6.	Advantages of Research Design	 56
	 7.	Types of Research and Research Design	 57
		  7.1.	Exploratory Research Design	 57
		  7.2.	Descriptive Research Design	 58
		  7.3.	Experimental Research Design	 59
		  7.4.	Field Research Design	 60
		  7.5.	Explanatory or Causal Research Design	 61
		  7.6.	Survey Method Research Design	 61
		  7.7.	Evaluation Research Design	 63
Chapter 6: Selection and Formulation of Research 	 65 

Problem	
	 Introduction	 65
	 1.	Selection of Research Topic	 66
	 2.	Factors that Affect the Selection of a Research Topic	 67
		  2.1.	State of Scientific Discipline 	 67
		  2.2.	Social Problem 	 67
		  2.3.	Personal Values of the Researcher 	 68
		  2.4.	Social Premiums 	 68
		  2.5.	Practical Consideration 	 69
	 3.	Formulation of Research Topic 	 69
		  3.1.	Originating the Question 	 69
		  3.2.	Rational of Question 	 70
		  3.3.	Specifying Question 	 70
	 4.	Conditions and Methods of Problem/Topic	 71 

Formulation
	 5.	Steps in Formulation of Research Problem/Topic 	 72
Chapter 7: Concept, Theory, Hypothesis and Variable	 75
	 Introduction	 75
	 1.	Concept 	 75
	 2.	Conceptualization	 76
		  2.1.	Concept as Abstraction	 77
		  2.2.	Concepts and Communication	 78



Contents   	 ix

		  2.3.	Problems in Definition and Communication	 79
		  2.4.	Reconceptualization	 80
	 3. 	Construct	 81
	 4. 	Theory and Fact	 81
		  4.1.	The Role of Theory 	 82
		  4.2.	The Role of Fact 	 83
	 5. 	Hypothesis/Hypotheses	 83
		  5.1.	Problems in Formulating Hypothesis	 84
		  5.2.	Types of Hypotheses	 84
		  5.3.	How to Generate Hypothesis	 85
		  5.4.	Characteristics of Hypotheses: Some Criteria 	 86 

	 for Judging Hypotheses
	 6. 	Variable	 87
		  6.1.	Independent Variables (IV) and Dependent	 88 

	 Variables (DV)
		  6.2.	Experimental and Measured Variables	 89
		  6.3.	Measurement of Variables	 90
		  6.4.	Univariate, Bivariate and Multivariate	 91
Chapter 8: Data Collection Methods-1	 95
	 Introduction	 95
	 1.	Types of Data Collection Method	 95
	 2.	Methods of Data Collection	 96
		  2.1.	Observation Method 	 96
		  2.2.	Participant Observation 	 97
		  2.3.	Problems in Participant Observation 	 97
		  2.4.	Non-participant Observation 	 98
	 3.	Questionnaire Method 	 100
		  3.1.	Some Characteristics of Good Questionnaire	 101
Chapter 9: Data Collection Methods-2	 103
	 Introduction	 103
	 1.	Interview Method	 103
	 2.	Types of Interview Method	 104
		  2.1.	Structured Interview	 104



x   	 Concise Text Book of Research Methods for Theological Education

		  2.2.	Unstructured Interview 	 104
		  2.3.	Semi-structured Interview 	 105
		  2.4.	Feminist Perspective on Interview Method	 105
		  2.5.	Process of Interview	 106
		  2.6.	Practical Aspects of Interview	 106
		  2.7.	Managing the Interview	 107
	 3.	Focus Group	 107
		  3.1.	Focus on the Research Purpose 	 108
		  3.2.	Selection of a Skilled Moderator 	 108
	 4.	Documentary Method 	 109
	 5.	Oral Tradition/History 	 109
	 6.	Artefacts 	 110
	 7.	Written Documents 	 110
	 8.	Audio-Video-Digital 	 111
Chapter 10: Case Study and Content Analysis	 113
	 Introduction	 113
	 1.	Case Study: Meaning and Definition of Case Study 	113
		  1.1.	Purpose of Case Study Method	 115
		  1.2.	Types of Case Study Method	 116
		  1.3.	Importance of Case Study Method	 118
		  1.4.	Distinctive Features of Case Study	 119
		  1.5.	Specific Steps in Case Study Approach	 119
		  1.6.	Planning the Case Study	 120
		  1.7.	Advantages and Disadvantages of Case Study	121
	 2.	Content Analysis: Meaning and Definition	 123
		  2.1.	A Brief Background of Content Analysis 	 124 

	 Method
		  2.2.	Objectives of Content Analysis Method	 124
		  2.3.	Purpose of Content Analysis	 127
		  2.4.	Use of Content Analysis	 128
		  2.5.	Types of Content Analysis	 131
		  2.6.	Diversified Types of Content Analysis	 135
		  2.7.	Process of Content Analysis 	 136



Contents   	 xi

		  2.8.	Importance of Content Analysis Method	 138
		  2.9.	Limitations of Content Analysis Method	 139
		  2.10. Advantages and Disadvantages of Content	 139 

	   Analysis
Chapter 11: Analysis of Case Materials and Documents	 143
	 Introduction	 143
	 1.	Analysis of Case Materials	 143
		  1.1.	Personal Documents	 144
	 2. 	Documents Relating to Institutions	 144
		  2.1.	School as a Source of Community-Based Studies	144
		  2.2.	Schools for Education Research	 145
	 3.	Community	 145
		  3.1.	Urban Community	 146
		  3.2.	Rural Community	 146
		  3.3.	Compare and Contrast of Urban and Rural	 147 

	 Communities in Research
		  3.4.	Objectives in Rural Development 	 147
	 4.	Organizations	 148
		  4.1.	Non-Government Organizations (NGOs)	 148
		  4.2.	Research on Non-NGOs	 148
	 5.	Political Parties	 148
		  5.1.	Analysis of Political Party Document	 149
Chapter 12: Tabulation, Analysis and Interpretation	 151
	 Introduction	 151
	 1. 	Tabulation	 151
	 2.	Charts	 152
		  2.1.	Pie Chart	 152
		  2.2.	Stacked Bar Chart	 153
	 3.	Diagram	 154
	 4.	Figure	 155
	 5.	Index and Scale	 156
		  5.1.	Index	 156
		  5.2.	Scale	 156



xii   	 Concise Text Book of Research Methods for Theological Education

	 6.	Analysis and Interpretation of Data	 157
		  6.1.	Steps in Analysis	 157
	 7.	Choice of Population	 158
	 8.	Sampling Design	 158
	 9.	Interpretation of Data	 159
		  9.1.	Codification and Processing of Data	 160
Chapter 13: Statistical Package for the Social Sciences	 163 

(SPSS) and Analysis of Variance (ANOVA)	
	 Introduction	 163
	 1.	Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS)	 164
		  1.1.	How to Handle Variables and their Values 	 164 

	 in SPSS
		  1.2.	Use of SPSS for Descriptive Statistics	 166
		  1.3.	Use of SPSS in Graph 	 166
		  1.4.	Descriptive Statistics	 167
		  1.5.	Creating Box Plot 	 168
	 2.	Analysis of Variance (ANOVA)	 168
	 3.	T-test	 169
	 4.	Variance	 169
	 5.	Mean	 170
Chapter 14: Ethics of Inquiry in Social Research	 171
	 Introduction	 171
	 1.	Principles of Ethics of Inquiry 	 172
		  1.1.	Ethical Codes of Research	 172
		  1.2.	Voluntary Participation	 172
		  1.3.	Informed Consent	 172
		  1.4.	Debriefing	 173
		  1.5.	Privacy and Confidentiality	 173
		  1.6.	Right to Discontinue	 173
		  1.7.	Experimental Obligation	 174
	 2.	Social Responsibility of the Researcher	 174
		  2.1.	Avoidance of Harm to Respondents	 174
		  2.2.	Wasting Peoples’ Time	 175



Contents   	 xiii

		  2.3.	Raising Expectation	 175
		  2.4.	Avoidance of Undue Intrusion	 175
		  2.5.	Avoidance of Deception	 176
		  2.6.	Respondents’ Right to Data and Publication	 177
		  2.7.	Informing Respondents	 177
		  2.8.	Protecting Respondents	 178
Chapter 15: Qualitative Research in Theological 	 181 

Education	
	 Introduction	 181
	 1.	Ecological Psychology Method	 182
	 2.	Constructionism and Constructivism	 183
	 3.	Narratology or Narrative Analysis	 185
	 4.	Phenomenology	 186
	 5.	Heuristic Inquiry	 187
	 6.	Emic Approach in Social Research	 189
	 7.	Ethnomethodology	 190
	 8.	Grounded Theory	 191


